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including Georgia signed the Convention on Access to Official Documents of the Council of Europe. 
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The convention is the first legally binding document which recognizes access to information as a fundamental human right. 
It is noteworthy that in April 2009 in the case of the Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (HCLU) v. Hungary, the European 
Court of Human Rights ruled that the freedom of information protected under Article 10 of the European Convention is of 
vital importance for democracy and the state accountability.

The Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA) together with other European NGOs took active part in the 
Convention elaboration process. Unfortunately the Convention sets a lower standard for access to information compared 
with the one set by the Georgian legislation or practice, but it is still the first legally binding international document 
recognizing the access to information as a fundamental human right.

Following the signature the ratification process starts. Provided the document is ratified by ten countries additional 
regulations on access to information protected at court and legislative bodies enter into force.

For additional information please visit GYLA Website at www.gyla.ge/foi  
Other useful links:

http://www.coe.int    
http://www.recognisemyright.info  
http://www.access-info.org
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